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September 3, 2021

Dear Parents, Family Members and Staff: 

I am writing to update you on the status of Union County ESC schools and programs in response to the 

devastating impact of Tropical Storm Ida earlier this week. 

On Wednesday evening, the significant rainfall from the storm caused the Rahway River to overflow and 

created potentially dangerous and life-threatening conditions on Lamberts Mill Road in the areas surrounding 

Hillcrest Academy - South Campus, Lamberts Mill Academy and Westlake School.  

Severe flash flooding breached our parking lot shortly after 9:00 p.m. and the schools were rapidly inundated 

with rising flood waters. Three dedicated members of our custodial staff were trapped inside the building and 

sought refuge on the roof for several hours until they were rescued by the Westfield Fire Department. 

I am extremely grateful that our three staff members were not seriously injured during the evacuation and 

even more so that the incident did not occur during the day while students and teaching staff were present. 

My thoughts and prayers truly go out to those who suffered catastrophic losses throughout our region.   

Due to widespread road closures, I was unable to access the property until approximately 4:30 a.m. yesterday 

but was advised not to enter the building until gas and electric services were disabled by the utility companies. 

Our insurance carrier was immediately notified, and a disaster recovery specialist has since been 

retained to coordinate all remediation efforts in the building.   

Earlier today, I had the opportunity to walkthrough the facilities during the preliminary inspection by our 

insurance adjuster. It saddened me to observe the significant damage and loss of materials in each school.  

As the kitchen facilities that prepares meals for  students is located inside the Lamberts Mill Road complex,      
I have made the decision to delay the opening of Commission schools by one day to provide time needed to 

develop and implement contingency plans in response to the emergency. All schools and programs except for  
our Nonpublic Services Department will be closed for students on Wednesday, September 8, 2021.  

I fully anticipate that Crossroads School, Hillcrest Academy North Campus, the Work Readiness Academy, 

and all hospital-based programs will open on Thursday, September 9, 2021 without further disruption. 

This unanticipated closing will be treated in the same manner as a snow day and an additional day will 

be added to the calendar to meet the State’s annual requirement for 180-days of school.  
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The Commission is equally committed to returning our students at Hillcrest Academy South Campus, 
Lamberts Mill Academy and Westlake School without undue delay. By tomorrow, I expect to receive the 

estimated time frame for completion of building repairs from the disaster recovery specialist.

In the meantime, I am working extremely closely with the County Office of Emergency Management, 

the New Jersey Department of Education, and our Board of Directors to identify  temporary facilities 

suitable to relocate our students and staff until it is safe to occupy the 1571 Lamberts Mill Road complex.

On Wednesday, I will send a follow-up notification to provide updated information regarding the incident 
and confirm the timeline for reopening all schools. Until then, I apologize for the inconvenience resulting 
from the disruption and thank you for your flexibility and understanding.

Wishing you a safe and enjoyable holiday weekend. 

Sincerely, 

Michael J. Kowalski 

Michael J. Kowalski 

Acting Superintendent 
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